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its entire road—such a road may confidently be relied upon as a
paying investment. Your line combines all these requisites to an
unusual extent. |

The country between Uedar Rapids and the Missouri river is rol-
ling prairie, frequently intersected by beautiful valleys and swift
running streams of living water. Timber and stone are found in
abundance along most of the line.

The valuable grant of land recently bestowed upon your compa-

ny—exceeding 900,000 acres—embracing a large amount of excel-
lent coal and timber land, all lying within 15 miles on either side
of the line, with good management will probably repay the entire
cost of building the road from Cedar Rapids to the Missourl river.
A large portion of the reserved government sections have already
been taken up without the advantages of a railroad, at the advane-
ed price of $2.50 per acre.

The unsurpassed fertility of the soil, the very general distribu-
tion and abundance of timber and stone, and the numerous streams
furnishing an unlimited amount of water power, have all tended

to the rapid development of the counties traversed by the line of

your road, and I feel entirely safe in stating as the result of my
own observation, that the country along the line between the Ce-
dar and Des Moines rivers, a distance of 121 miles, is to-day more
thickly settled, and its resources are more fully developed than the
country between the Mississippl and Cedar rivers, along the Chica-
o0, lowa and Nebraska road was, at the time that road was com-
menced.

The following statistics, taken from the census returns, show the
very rapid inerease of population in these counties during the past
seven years, and also the valuation of property for the year 1859 :

Population 185Z. Population 1859 Valuation, 1559.
| |
F SN s R T | 6.800. | 17.720. | $5.216.407
Benton.....ccceeiiainnnes. . os 1,237. 8,053, | 2 876.617
AT A oo ale bassipiassernasnreisassss 262 5,048, | 1.885.023
Marshall v.ce cescsscncsconcces | ';lf','r. l | 2.133.227
StOrYecos woee rssssasnssiss ‘o 214. 3.826. | 1,183.156.,
BOONE@... «rosssssioensacassss 1,024. 4,018, 1.487.950

Totals in 8 Counties,..... 10,037. 44 678, 214.783,400.

The four western counties of Greene, Carroll, Crawford and
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Monona, between the Des Moines and Missouri rivers, had no in-
habitants in 1852. The census of 1859 gives them a population
of 2,985, and a valuation of $2,085,885

The total population, therefore, of t]m counties traversed by your
line, in 1859 was 47,663, and the valuation $17,269,284

[t will be observed that the ahove table, as well as the one given

below, is made out for those counties only, through the centre of

Ul
which your road runs. This tier of counties embraces a belt of

country only 24 miles wide. Even with the ]_')ul_;ui{uu and Pacific
road completed on the north, and the 1\Ii*;'-:i*‘-:;-ail];l‘}i and Missouri
the south, it is fair to estimate that with the adv antages possessed
by your line in distance and grades, that an additional belt of coun.-
try 24 miles in width, or 12 miles adjoining these counties on the
nortly, and 12 on the south, will be tributary to your road.

on

These tables, therefore, oive the returns from only about one-

half of the country, and business which will be tribut: ary to

YOUr
road.

The following table gives the number of bushels of wheat and
corn raised, and the number pounds of butter and cheese made.
value of cattle and hogs sold, and the value of the o general and do-
mestic manufactures in each county along the line :

_ ——_ -—
— — - _ _—

Bush. Bush. I Lbs. .ﬂ*l[h't' | Valu of Cattle [Value of General aa
| Wheat. | Corn. |and Cheese.| and Hogs =old. ' Domestic Mam

Linn g, - SR 22360 854.577 337,467 2122.259 2318,88
Benton ...........] 67.460 18,420 143,469 40 901 118,710
Tama .............| 25.837| 256,607 120,239 50,281 99 590
MLII‘HII&H  a e e 25.2871 o4.010] 11 1,944 .11".:“'_1‘:' 23 2945
Btc}]'y cavysasswns| ‘-1\"u| 85,207 l;‘LJ-{” 37.053 21.661
Boone............| 4316 132109 ‘!‘Hlal 26.571 21 561
Greene.... 3 1,867 78,480 16,02¢ 0.353 1,118
Carroll ........... 2,186 32,805 I,‘,*.':ur':. Ta9 i No Retui
Crawford......... 853! 20,470 D '“‘l 10,345 , 4 347
Monons.......... 1,579 43,445 15,371 7,501 6.200
Total .........| 250582/1.919.725 922,032 2360100 2518 418

The above table is from the census of 185 ), and gives the returns

of the crop of 1858, which it should be remembered. was an un

prece dented wet season and the crops of that year, Im'tivul:n‘l_'s
wheat, were considered almost a total tailure.

Besides, ”‘-"*l‘ti‘ was then and is now, little inducement for the far
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home consumption, since the cost of hauling their produce to mar-
ket nearly or quite equals the price they receive for it.

The commencement of work on the road will give a strong 1m-
pulse to business and emigration, and the increase in population
and wealth will be even more rapid than it has been in the past few
F*'.’il'.“";

The great coal field of Towa is traversed by your line for a distance
of more than 100 miles. The coal is easily mined—the top veins
in many places being above the beds of the streams and very near
the surface of the ground. It has been mined atseveral points suf-
ficiently to test 1ts good quality and inexhaustable quantity.

[ron ore, hydraulic cement and gypsum are also found on the line
of the road.

Although the prospects of your road for a large way business are
so flattering, yet its importance as a link in a great through line
should be kept constantly in view.

[t cannot only be much more cheaply built, with much lighter
orades, and with 30 to 60 miles less distance from Chicago and the
[ast, than any other road across the State, but reaching the Mis-
souri river, as it does, in the latitude of Chicago, the Platte valley
and the great South Pass; it cannot fail to become a most 1mport-
tant link in the great chain of roads which will soon streteh across
the continent.

A company has already been organized (the Decatur and South
Pass Air Line Co.) to extend your line from Decatur, on the Mis-
sourl river, 82 miles westward to the great north bend of the Platte
IiVer.

This line, as well as a line up the Platte valley as far as Fort
[Laramie, has been surveyed and both are reported to be unusually
favorable for the construction of a railroad, at a small cost. The
Platte valley 1s the route now traversed by more than four-fifths of
all the Pike’s Peak and overland California emigration ; and as im-
mense as 1t 1s at present, the business of that valley is destined to
increase every day.

By the uniform tersimony of many who are well acquainted with
the business of the Platte valley, [ am warranted in advancing the
( 1-11;11‘!1:, lilz:t were }'UIII‘ 1‘1_'{111 l'i.’!lll-l!’?tt‘ll LO I]it': _\]isﬂ}m‘i river at t.]u.‘
present time, it would pay a reasonable per cent on its cost.
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T'he importance of its early completion, in advance of other lines
1 before the channels of trade and travel shall have become in

Ny manner ﬁ};(w], cannot be U:lr-il}' over estimated.
Respectfully submitted,

W. W, WALKER, Chief Engineer.
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RESOLUTIONS

OF THE

Clicage, Fow and Webrasha Bailvoad Compam,

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the (‘]1'11_7;1_'_1:1'1, lowa
and Nebraska Railroad Company, held June 11th, 1860, tl
following resolutions were adopted :

1 f-A
4

Resolved : That this company will unite and co- operate with
the Galena and Chice a2o0 Union Railroad C ompany, in entering
into a contract with the Cedar R: ipids and Missouri River
Railroad Company, agreeing to take one third of jts receipts
tor the freight of the business of that road over this-—in the

ill"“t ]11'111'”-.1*" ]H'Il LH{JI [Il ll ll] [ll—iljl ‘l lﬂ_ll{”I 1:1 TIIIT e k{ O ]'1,.,

*-“{ \t dl'S

RResolved ; That when the Cedar ::l]tiila and Missouri Rix
Railroad shall have completed twenty miles of road, west from
Cedar Rapids, this company will enter into a contract with
Tlu11<wrn1p:u1r by which this ¢ HIM]IHJ\ will pay 10 per cent. on

the oross receipts of the freicht of the business received of that
"

1”‘3'] and passing over this road or any portion thereof, and

which shall have l-n%ﬁtwlr:xuq*Tarczﬂ:r miles of that road, snu




PEY C ntage to he ;11'1*;%1"'1 first to }ﬂ't_.ﬂ'l!It} for the interest an |
wzii‘liil;'_;' fund :1-_;'1".‘*."1 Upol, due or COImning due on any first

morteace bonds issued by said Cedar Rapids and Missour:
River Railroad Company, but such contract to contain a con-
dition that said Cedar Rapids and Missour:t River Railroad

('_-s;l'lln;l?;\' "-]uliill 111_'].1\'*'1‘ 'IT_* }Hl\‘lllt”ﬂi. '_"{'IIIH'_:: l'.‘;‘t"'-!_'m\'ill'l”".’ [AS far as

)

it mav be able to control the same,) to this road during the

1

continnance of such 2 conuract, which shall be hhmited to 1st

July, 1866.
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